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About the Vietnamese Friendship Association: 
The Vietnamese Friendship Association (VFA) was born in the 1970s 
in the wake of the war in Vietnam. As the Vietnamese community 
grew, so did VFA. Today, VFA works to whole-heartedly serve the 
immigrant and refugee community who continue to bring new 
waves of hope and resilience. Their mission is to work with refugee 
and immigrant communities experiencing educational inequities. For 
more information please visit vfaseattle.org 

https://vfaseattle.org














 

 

  
  
  
    

 
  
     

 
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  
  
  
 
  
   
    

 
  
  

Twenty-one years of Seattle Reads 1998-2019 

2019: The Best We Could Do by Thi Bui (Abrams Books, 2017) 
2018: Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi (Vintage Books, 2017) 
2017: The Turner House by Angela Flournoy (Mariner Books, 2016) 
2016: We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves by Karen Joy Fowler 

(Plume Books, 2013) 
2015: The Painter by Peter Heller (Vintage Books, 2015) 
2014: For All of Us, One Today: An Inaugural Poet’s Journey by Richard Blanco 

(Beacon Press, 2013) 
2013: Stories for Boys by Gregory Martin (Hawthorne Books, 2012) 
2012: The Submission by Amy Waldman (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2011) 
2011: Little Bee by Chris Cleave (Simon and Schuster, 2009) 
2010: Secret Son by Laila Lalami (Algonquin Books, 2009) 
2009: My Jim by Nancy Rawles (Three Rivers Press, 2005) 
2008: The Beautiful Things That Heaven Bears by Dinaw Mengestu 

(Riverhead Books, 2007) 
2007: The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri (Mariner Books, 2003) 
2006: Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi (Pantheon Books, 2003) 
2005: When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka (Anchor Books, 2002) 
2004: Seattle Reads Isabel Allende 
2003: A Gesture Life by Chang-rae Lee (Riverhead Books, 1999) 
2002: Wild Life by Molly Gloss (Mariner Books, 2001) 
2001: Fooling with Words: A Celebration of Poets and Their Craft 

by Bill Moyers (Morrow, 1999) 
1999: A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines (Vintage Books, 1994) 
1998: The Sweet Hereafter by Russell Banks (HarperCollins, 1991) 

Seattle Reads is a “one book, one city” program, where people are encouraged to read and 
discuss the same book. It’s designed to deepen engagement in literature through reading 
and discussion. 

Everyone is invited to participate in Seattle Reads by reading the featured book, joining 
in a book discussion, and/or attending programs with the featured writer. Seattle Reads 
The Best We Could Do is made possible by The Seattle Public Library Foundation and The 
Wallace Foundation, with additional support from media sponsors The Seattle Times and 
KUOW 94.9 Public Radio, and Abrams Books. 

Contributors to this guide include Abigail Bass, Stesha Brandon, Jess Boyd, Molly Humphrie, Linda 
Johns, Heather Marker, Huong Nguyen, Danny Ramirez, Misha Stone, Annie Vasquez, and Richard Visick. 


