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Re-opens 

19
32 The Aurora Bridge is 

dedicated 

19
29

 The stock market 
crashes, The Great 
Depression begins 

19
39

 

The Green Lake Library 
Branch has 5,500 
registered borrowers, 
16,000 volumes, and 
circulates 138,000 
books 

19
41 The United States joins 

World War II 

19
45 World War II ends 
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A 7.1 magnitude 
earthquake hits Seattle 

The Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport 
opens 

19
50 The United States joins 

the Korean War 

19
53 Alaskan Way Viaduct is 

completed 

19
54 Dick’s Drive-In opens in 

Wallingford 

19
61 Martin Luther King Jr. 

visits Seattle 
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The World’s Fair opens 
in Seattle along with the 
Space Needle, Monorail, 
and many Seattle Center 
Buildings 

19
67 The Seattle Super 

Sonics play their first 
game 

19
70

Pioneer Square is 
designated Seattle’s first 
Historic District 

19
71 Starbucks opens their 

first cafe 

19
77 The Mariners play their 

first game 

19
78 Microsoft moves their 

headquarters from 
Albuquerque to Bellevue 
bringing jobs to Seattle 

19
83 The first Costco opens 

on Fourth Avenue South 

19
85 The 76-story Columbia 

Center is completed 
becoming the tallest 
building in Seattle 
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The Green Lake Library 
Branch has 54,000 
cataloged items and 
quick access to every 
cataloged item in the 
Seattle library system 
through its upgraded, 
on-line system 

19
98 Seattle voters approved 

a $196.4 million bond 
measure to upgrade The 
Seattle Public Library's 
107-year-old library 
system with new 
facilities, technology, 
and books 

20
03 Seattle designates the 

1962 Monorail as an 
historic landmark 
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The Seattle Public 
Library opens the new 
Central Library 
downtown 

20
05 Seattle City Council 

re-names a two-block 
stretch of street in 
honor of the Fremont 
Troll 

20
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 The Seattle Art 
Museum’s Olympic 
Sculpture Park opens 

20
08 The Seattle Public 

Library celebrates the 
completion of the 
“Libraries for All” 
capitol project 

20
11

 

Demolition of the 
southern mile of the 
Alaskan Way Viaduct 
begins 

20
13 The boring machine 

Bertha begins digging 
the tunnel for new State 
Route 99 

20
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The new State Route 99 
tunnel opens to traffic 

Demolition of the 
Alaskan Way Viaduct is 
completed 

19
14 World War I 

Begins 
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The Seattle Public Library Green Lake Branch

Project Overview 

The Seattle Public Library Green Lake Branch, one of the Library’s historic Carnegie buildings, 
will be renovated with structural improvements (a seismic retrofit) to ensure the safety of 
patrons and staff in case of an earthquake. The seismic retrofit is designed to a high standard 
intended to minimize damage to the building from a significant earthquake. This renovation 
project also includes a range of improvements to building accessibility, energy efficiency, and 
library services, as described on the adjacent presentation boards. 

This project is a unique opportunity to renovate and modernize the historic Green Lake Branch 
while preserving its important architectural legacy. Construction will begin in October 2022 
and is expected to be fully completed by June 2023. This project is made possible with public 
funding from the 2019 Library Levy and the Washington State Department of Commerce. With 
this project completed the Green Lake Branch will be better able to meet the current and future 
needs of our patrons and community. 



Revitalized Lower Level Entry 

New Accessible Parking 

New Loading Dock 

New Entry Ramp 
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Project Scope 

• Seismic Retrofit 
The Green Lake Branch will receive a comprehensive structural upgrade 
that will significantly increase the safety of the building during an 
earthquake. 

• Accessibility Improvements 
The entire building will be made more accessible for patrons with a new 
ramp from the sidewalk, a new ADA parking stall, new restrooms and 
a new fully accessible, west side building entrance leading to a new 
elevator serving both floors. 

• HVAC System Replacement 
The current gas-fired boiler system will be replaced with a new, highly 
efficient electric heat pump. The system will provide heating and air 
conditioning throughout the branch, allowing it to remain open and 
provide shelter for the community during hot summer days. 

• Interior Renovations 
A range of interior improvements, including renovations to the 
auditorium, two new study rooms, remodeled staff work areas, a new 
circulation/service desk, new lighting and new furniture will allow more 
efficient and flexible use of building space. 

• Sustainability 

E GREENLAKE DRIVE N NThe project is designed to meet the City of Seattle’s goals for 
environmentally responsible design and will be LEED Certified. 
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Concrete Reinforcing Walls 

Exposed Steel Structure 

Concealed Steel Structure 

The Seattle Public Library Green Lake Branch

Seismic Upgrades 

Renovated West Reading Room with Exposed Structural Steel 

E GREENLAKE DRIVE N

4TH AVE N

Diagram of New Seismic System Welcoming Single Point of Service Desk 



The Seattle Public Library Green Lake Branch

Interior Space Upgrades 

Holds and Reference New Entry Gallery Public Computers Staff Book Processing Area 

New Accessible Entry New Accessible Toilet Room 
and Elevator 

New Elevator 

(2) New Study Rooms 

Point of Service 

Expanded and Dedicated 
Improved Staff Area Teen Space 

Revamped Reading Room New and Noteworthy Reinvisioned Children’s Area 
New Conference Room 

Revamped Meeting Room New Accessible Toilet Room 

Lower Level Plan Upper Level Plan 


