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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Seattle Public 
Library brings people, 
information and ideas 
together to enrich lives 
and build community. 
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YOUTH & 
EARLY LEARNING 

TECHNOLOGY & ACCESS 

SEATTLE COMMUNITY 
CULTURE & HISTORY ENGAGEMENT 
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Investing in Experiences 

LIBRARY LEVY In January, Seattle residents saw a boost in Library 
services thanks to a 2012 voter-approved Library levy. The 
seven-year, $123 million Library levy is helping restore core 
services drastically cut during the prolonged recession. The 
levy supports better Library hours, books, technology and 
building maintenance. 

A major highlight in 2013 was the 
systemwide implementation of Sunday 
hours. 

The Library promoted the new hours 
through “Sundays Are Special” parties and 
a Check-Out Challenge contest. Check-
Out Challenge Cards were available for 
patrons to get stamped every time they 
visited a library on Sunday. Patrons with 
15 stamps on their cards were eligible for 
prize drawings. 

CHECK-OUT CHALLENGE WINNERS: 

• Book Lovers Basket: Cat Bozek, 
Southwest Branch 

• Book Lovers Tote Bag: Xia Bouzek 
and Margaret Firebaugh, Wallingford 
Branch 

• Lunch with City Librarian: Opal Walters, 
NewHolly Branch 

In addition to more Sunday hours, the 
levy funded new Friday hours at the busy 
Columbia and Northgate branches. These 
two branches are now open seven days a 
week. 

OTHER LEVY FUNDED IMPROVEMENTS 

• Added more than 42,000 titles to the 
print collection 

• Added nearly 50,000 new e-books 
and e-audiobooks 

• Increased copies of popular materials 
to shorten wait times 

• Increased number of items a patron 
can put on hold from 25 to 50 

• Restored reference staff at all locations 
• Eliminated week-long closure of entire 

Library system 
• Increased security staff 
• Replaced and upgraded all 800+ 

public computers 
• Replaced and upgraded public printers 

at most locations 
• Increased building, custodial and 

engineering services 
• Improved parking lots at Columbia 

and Southwest branches 
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200 PHOTOS  
were posted on the 

Library’s Facebook and 
Twitter pages 
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“Thank you for  
listening to your 
patrons! Actions  
speak more loudly 
than do words!” 

ABBIE, A REAL PERSON & FILM-LOVER! 

1,059 LBS. OF  
RECYCLED  
BATTERIES 

collected from six 
branches in fve days 
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NATIONAL NOVEL WRITING MONTH 

12 



13 



The Library  
held 

8,228 EVENTS 
in 2013 
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“...The Global 
Reading Program...  
is well planned, 
organized  
‘professionally’  
and a huge service to 
the students in the 
Seattle Schools. 
With much  
appreciation,” 

JOHN AND KATE G 
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Library Volunteers 

The Seattle Public Library had 581 individuals contribute 
21,391 volunteer hours in 2013. 

According to the Independent Sector, the 
estimated value of volunteer time for 2013 
was $26.72 per hour in Washington. Based 
on this hourly rate, volunteers contributed 
$571,568 to the Library. 

Library volunteers helped K-12 students 
with homework, facilitated Talk Time 
sessions for English language learners, 
assisted patrons in computer classes, 
mended books, landscaped outside our 
buildings, welcomed patrons to the 
Central Library, provided support at 
author events and much more! 

In addition, teen volunteers wrote book 
reviews and articles for the Push to Talk 
blog, designed displays to encourage 
teens to read, and assisted librarians 
with hosting Teen Space and other fun 
learning activities for teens. 

Many Friends of the Library members 
also provided volunteer service by 
sorting and preparing materials for 
book sales, selling gift items in the 
FriendShop, delivering free books to 
teachers, serving on the Friends Board 
and promoting the Library in the 
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